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49 CFR Ch. III (10–1–99 Edition)§ 390.29

§ 390.29 Location of records or docu-
ments.

(a) A motor carrier with multiple of-
fices or terminals may maintain the
records and documents required by this
subchapter at its principal place of
business, a regional office, or driver
work-reporting location unless other-
wise specified in this subchapter.

(b) All records and documents re-
quired by this subchapter which are
maintained at a regional office or driv-
er work-reporting location shall be
made available for inspection upon re-
quest by a special agent or authorized
representative of the Federal Highway
Administration at the motor carrier’s
principal place of business or other lo-
cation specified by the agent or rep-
resentative within 48 hours after a re-
quest is made. Saturdays, Sundays, and
Federal holidays are excluded from the
computation of the 48-hour period of
time.

[63 FR 33276, June 18, 1998]

§ 390.31 Copies of records or docu-
ments.

(a) All records and documents re-
quired to be maintained under this sub-
chapter must be preserved in their
original form for the periods specified,
unless the records and documents are
suitably photographed and the micro-
film is retained in lieu of the original
record for the required retention pe-
riod.

(b) To be acceptable in lieu of origi-
nal records, photographic copies of
records must meet the following min-
imum requirements:

(1) Photographic copies shall be no
less readily accessible than the origi-
nal record or document as normally
filed or preserved would be and suitable
means or facilities shall be available to
locate, identify, read, and reproduce
such photographic copies.

(2) Any significant characteristic,
feature or other attribute of the origi-
nal record or document, which photog-
raphy in black and white will not pre-
serve, shall be clearly indicated before
the photograph is made.

(3) The reverse side of printed forms
need not be copied if nothing has been
added to the printed matter common to

all such forms, but an identified speci-
men of each form shall be on the film
for reference.

(4) Film used for photographing cop-
ies shall be of permanent record-type
meeting in all respects the minimum
specifications of the National Bureau
of Standards, and all processes rec-
ommended by the manufacturer shall
be observed to protect it from deterio-
ration or accidental destruction.

(5) Each roll of film shall include a
microfilm of a certificate or certifi-
cates stating that the photographs are
direct or facsimile reproductions of the
original records. Such certificate(s)
shall be executed by a person or per-
sons having personal knowledge of the
material covered thereby.

(c) All records and documents re-
quired to be maintained under this sub-
chapter may be destroyed after they
have been suitably photographed for
preservation.

(d) Exception. All records except those
requiring a signature may be main-
tained through the use of computer
technology provided the motor carrier
can produce, upon demand, a computer
printout of the required data.

§ 390.33 Commercial motor vehicles
used for purposes other than de-
fined.

Whenever a commercial motor vehi-
cle of one type is used to perform the
functions normally performed by a
commercial motor vehicle of another
type, the requirements of this sub-
chapter and part 325 of subchapter A
shall apply to the commercial motor
vehicle and to its operation in the
same manner as though the commer-
cial motor vehicle were actually a
commercial motor vehicle of the latter
type. Example: If a commercial motor
vehicle other than a bus is used to per-
form the functions normally performed
by a bus, the regulations pertaining to
buses and to the transportation of pas-
sengers shall apply to that commercial
motor vehicle.

[53 FR 18052, May 19, 1988, as amended at 60
FR 38744, July 28, 1995]
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